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R. Simeon b. Yohai taught, “The Israelites were warned at three points 
not to go back to the Land of Egypt. 


“For it is said, ‘And Moses said to the people, Fear not, stand firm, and 
see the salvation of the Lord, which he will work for you today; for the 
Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again’ (Ex. 14:13). 


“Since the Lord has said to you, You shall never return that way 
again’ (Deut. 17:16). 


“< And the Lord will bring you back in ships to Egypt, a journey which 
I promised that you should never make again; and there you shall offer 
yourselves for sale to your enemies as male and female slaves, but no 
man will buy you’ (Deut. 28:68). 


“In all three instances they did go back, and in those three instances 
they fell. 


“Once in the time of Sennacherib, king of Assyria, as it is said, “Woe 
to those who go down to Egypt for help and rely on horses, who trust 
in chariots because they are many and in horsemen because they are 
very strong, but do not look to the Holy One of Israel or consult the 
Lord!’ (Is. 31:1). 


“What is written thereafter? “The Egyptians are men, and not God; and 
their horses are flesh, and not spirit. When the Lord stretches out his 
hand, the helper will stumble, and he who is helped will fall, and they 
will all perish together’ (Is. 31:3). 


“Once in the time of Yohanan b. Qorah: “Then the sword which you 
fear shall overtake you there in the land of Egypt; and the famine of 
which you are afraid shall follow hard after you to Egypt; and there 
you shall die’”’(Jer. 42:16). 


In the time of Tronianus, the evil one, a son was born to him on the 
ninth of Ab, and [the Israelites] were fasting. 


His daughter died on Hanukkah, and [the Israelites] lit candles. 


His wife sent a message to him, saying, “Instead of going out to 
conquer the barbarians, come and conquer the Jews, who have rebelled 
against you.” 


He thought that the trip would take ten days, but he came in five. 


He came and found the Israelites occupied in study of the Light 
[Torah], with the following verse: “The Lord will bring a nation 


